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Best-In-Class Infant Formulas
Worldwide (Newborn Stage)

• *Summary Takeaways:**

• Breast Milk Mimicry: Top-tier infant formulas strive to closely mimic
breast milk. They use lactose as the sole carbohydrate, feature a
whey:casein protein ratio similar to human milk (≈60:40 in mature
milk), and include essential fatty acids like DHA and ARA for brain and
eye development. Many also add prebiotics and/or probiotics to
support infant gut health and immunity, reflecting breast milk’s natural
oligosaccharides and beneficial bacteria. Advanced formulas even
include components like lactoferrin (an immune protein from
colostrum) and milk fat globule membrane (MFGM) to further
replicate breastmilk’s benefits.

• Clean, High-Quality Ingredients: The highest-quality formulas are
made from clean, safe ingredients – often organic (free of synthetic
pesticides, hormones, and GMOs) and sourced from grass-fed animals.
These products avoid undesirable additives: no corn syrup, no
sucrose, no maltodextrin fillers, and no palm oil (associated with
firmer stools). Instead, they rely on 100% lactose for carbs and use
healthy fat blends (e.g. sunflower, coconut, rapeseed oils) to provide
essential fats. Many premium formulas are also soy-free or avoid soy
oil, using only high-quality dairy proteins and plant-based emulsifiers.
Rigorous quality control is standard – for instance, Bobbie conducts
2,000+ safety tests per batch.

• Strict Standards & Certifications: European formulas (e.g. HiPP, Holle,
Kendamil) are made under stringent EU regulations, which require at
least 30% of carbs from lactose and ban corn syrup or table sugar.
These brands often exceed basic EU Organic standards, holding
certifications like Demeter biodynamic (Holle) or Bioland/EcoCert
for sustainability ([2025 Formula Guide: Best European Organic Baby



Powered by DeepResearchPDF 3

• Formula

– Organic Formula Shop](https://organicformulashop.com/blogs/news/2024-
buyers-guide-best-european-organic-baby-formula#:~:text=The%20Hipp%
2C%20Holle%2C%20Kendamil%2C%20and,Demeter%2C%20EcoCert%20a
nd%20Bioland%20certifications)). Kendamil (UK) carries both EU Organic 
and UK Red Tractor quality marks and was the first European formula 
FDA-approved for US distribution (5 Best Baby Formulas of 2025, 
Recommended by Parents ). Bubs (Australia) is dual-certified by ACO and 
NASAA organic standards, meeting Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
rules on par with U.S. FDA. U.S. brands like Bobbie and ByHeart are 
USDA Organic (Bobbie) or use mostly organic ingredients (ByHeart) and 
have earned the Clean Label Project’s Purity Award and 
Pesticide-Free certification. All reputable formulas, regardless of 
origin, meet core nutritional requirements enforced by regulators (FDA, EU 
EFSA, etc.), so baby’s basic nutritional needs will be met. The 
differences lie in extra quality measures and enhancements.

• Global Top Performers: Several formulas stand out globally for quality
and breastmilk-like composition: Kendamil Organic (UK) uses whole
milk for a creamy, natural milk fat blend with MFGM and adds
prebiotics, while avoiding palm oil and fish oil (vegetarian-friendly).
HiPP Combiotic (Germany) is known for decades of research and
includes both prebiotics and probiotics in its Stage 1 formula to aid
digestion. Holle Bio (Switzerland/Germany) offers Demeter-certified
biodynamic purity with minimal ingredients, appealing to those who
value organic simplicity (though it lacks the added pre/probiotics of
some competitors). Bubs Organic (Australia) provides grass-fed
organic milk with added GOS prebiotic and even probiotics for gut
health, under very robust safety standards. In the US, Bobbie
(FDA-approved, EU-style recipe) and ByHeart (newcomer with novel
ingredients) have raised the bar: Bobbie uses an organic lactose-only
recipe with a 60:40 whey/casein ratio and no palm oil, while ByHeart’s
whole milk formula delivers an 80:20 whey/casein ratio (like colostrum)
plus added lactoferrin and GOS, with no soy or palm oils. All these
options are highly regarded for quality, purity, and

https://www.thebump.com/a/best-baby-formula#:~:text=what%E2%80%99s%20considered%20hypoallergenic%29,formula%20without%20worrying%20about%20safety
https://www.thebump.com/a/best-baby-formula#:~:text=what%E2%80%99s%20considered%20hypoallergenic%29,formula%20without%20worrying%20about%20safety
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• breastmilk-like nutrition.

• Choosing the Right One: When choosing among these elite formulas,
consider practical factors in addition to quality: baby’s tolerance and
any sensitivity, availability in your region, and personal preferences
(e.g. desire for probiotics or avoidance of certain oils). For example,
HiPP or ByHeart may be gentler for a gassy or sensitive baby due to
their probiotics/hydrolyzed proteins, whereas Holle might appeal to
parents prioritizing biodynamic organic farming and a short
ingredient list. Kendamil’s rich whole-milk formula might have a
taste/texture some babies love. All are premium products, so there
isn’t a single “perfect” formula for every infant – the “best” choice will
depend on your baby’s needs and which benefits you value most. Below
is a detailed comparison of top-tier newborn formulas across the globe,
summarizing their composition, certifications, pros/cons, and
availability.

What Defines a High-Quality,
Breastmilk-Like Formula?
Before comparing brands, it’s important to understand the key criteria 
that set top-tier infant formulas apart:

• Milk Base & Protein: Most formulas use cow’s milk as a base,
modified to be suitable for infants. High-quality formulas use premium
dairy (often organic, from grass-fed cows) and adjust the protein ratio
to mimic breast milk. Human milk is naturally whey-dominant (about
60% whey to 40% casein in mature milk), which is easier on a
newborn’s digestive system. Top formulas aim for a similar ratio. For
example, Bobbie’s formula is 60:40 whey:casein, while ByHeart goes
even further with ~80:20 (reflecting the whey-rich colostrum in early
breast milk). Using partially or fully hydrolyzed proteins can also
improve tolerance for sensitive babies, though fully hydrolyzed
(hypoallergenic) formulas cannot be certified organic due to the
processing. Some innovative formulas include specific breast milk
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• proteins: ByHeart and Enfamil Enspire add lactoferrin, an immune
protein abundant in breast milk, to bolster immunity.

• Carbohydrates: Lactose (the milk sugar in breast milk) is the
gold-standard carbohydrate in infant formula. European regulations
mandate lactose comprises at least 30% of carbs in formula, and they
forbid sucrose (table sugar) in infant formula. The best formulas use
100% lactose as the sole carb source, no corn syrup or sugar
added. Lactose not only provides energy but also helps with calcium
absorption and feeds beneficial gut bacteria. All the formulas compared
below rely on lactose for carbs. Some brands (e.g., Holle Stage 1)
include a modest amount of maltodextrin, a glucose polymer, to
adjust density and ease digestion. Maltodextrin is safe, but many
parents prefer formulas without it for a closer match to breast milk’s
composition. All the top-tier formulas avoid corn syrup or other
sweeteners that are sometimes found in lower-end brands.

• Fats: Fat provides about half of an infant’s calories. Breast milk fat is
complex, containing triglycerides with palmitic acid (25% of its fat) and
important components like the milk fat globule membrane (MFGM)
which supports brain development and immunity. High-quality formulas
use a blend of vegetable oils to mimic the fatty acid profile of breast
milk. Common oils include sunflower or safflower (rich in oleic acid),
coconut (rich in medium-chain fats), and rapeseed/canola (for essential
alpha-linolenic acid). Palm oil is often used to supply palmitic acid, but
it can form soaps in the gut and lead to harder stools in some babies.
Many premium formulas now proudly exclude palm oil: Kendamil,
Bobbie, ByHeart, and Similac 360 Total Care (which uses high-oleic
safflower instead) are all palm-oil-free. Kendamil and Loulouka go a
step further by using whole milk as part of the fat source, which
naturally provides dairy fats and MFGM. Whole milk-based formulas
tend to have a creamier taste and may be more satisfying, but even
skim-milk formulas add the necessary fats via oils. The inclusion of DHA
and ARA (long-chain omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids) is standard in
most top formulas, especially since EU law now requires DHA. These
fatty acids are crucial for neural and visual development.
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• Additional Breast Milk Components: Modern high-end formulas
include various functional ingredients to closer approximate the
benefits of breast milk:

• Prebiotics: These are non-digestible carbohydrates that feed healthy
gut bacteria. Human Milk Oligosaccharides (HMOs) are the natural
prebiotics in breast milk – there are over 100 types. While replicating
the full complexity is impossible, some formulas add specific synthetic
HMOs (like 2’-fucosyllactose and lacto-N-neotetraose) that are
structurally identical to ones in breast milk. Similac 360 Total Care
introduced an exclusive blend of 5 HMOs, making its prebiotic profile
the closest to breast milk to date. Others, like Enfamil Enspire, include 2
HMOs (2’FL and LNnT) in a proprietary blend. Many organic formulas
use GOS (galacto-oligosaccharides) from lactose and/or FOS
(fructo-oligosaccharides) from plants as prebiotics, which similarly
foster beneficial bifidobacteria. HiPP, Kendamil, Bobbie, and Bubs
Organic all include GOS as a prebiotic fiber.

• Probiotics: These are beneficial bacteria added live to the formula.
Some European formulas (HiPP Combiotic line, e.g. HiPP Dutch Stage 1)
contain probiotics (often Bifidobacterium species) along with
prebiotics. Bubs Organic also includes probiotics in its ingredients.
Probiotics may help support infants’ developing immune systems and
reduce issues like colic or eczema, although not all babies need them in
formula. Notably, Kendamil and Bobbie do not have probiotics in their
standard formulas, as they focus on a “clean” ingredient list and let
parents decide on supplements.

• Special Proteins: As mentioned, ByHeart and Enfamil Enspire fortify
with lactoferrin (for immune and gut health). Some add
alpha-lactalbumin, the dominant whey protein in human milk, to
improve the amino acid profile (ByHeart naturally has a high amount
from its whey). A few formulas include nucleotides (components of
RNA/DNA) which are also found in breast milk and aid in metabolism
and immune function; most major brands have nucleotides added.
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• Manufacturing Quality & Safety: “Medical-grade” production
standards are a given for any reputable infant formula. Europe,
Australia, and the US all have strict governance: facilities are highly
sterilized, and each batch is tested for contaminants. European
formulas in particular undergo rigorous testing – HiPP, for instance,
claims to test for 1,000+ potential contaminants, far exceeding
minimum requirements. Organic certification adds another layer of
quality assurance, as ingredients must be grown/produced without
synthetic chemicals or genetic engineering. Demeter certification
(Holle) ensures biodynamic farming, which is even more stringent and
emphasizes soil health and animal welfare. Many of these premium
formulas have also pursued independent quality seals: the Clean Label
Project Purity Award (earned by Bobbie and ByHeart) involves
third-party lab testing for heavy metals and toxins in baby products. In
summary, top-tier formulas not only meet baseline regulatory standards
but often exceed them through organic/biodynamic practices and
extensive quality testing ([2025 Formula Guide: Best European
Organic Baby Formula

– Organic Formula Shop](https://organicformulashop.com/blogs/news/2024-
buyers-guide-best-european-organic-baby-formula#:~:text=The%20Hipp%
2C%20Holle%2C%20Kendamil%2C%20and,Demeter%2C%20EcoCert%20a
nd%20Bioland%20certifications)).

• Regulatory Compliance and Availability: One practical aspect of
“safety” is whether a formula is officially approved in your country.
All infant formulas sold in the US must meet FDA nutrient requirements,
but for a long time, many excellent European formulas were only
obtainable via third-party importers. In the wake of recent formula
shortages, the FDA has eased importation, and some European brands
gained approval. Kendamil (UK) was the first EU formula fully cleared
by the FDA for sale in the US (5 Best Baby Formulas of 2025,
Recommended by Parents ), making it easier to buy at retailers like
Target. Bubs Australia likewise entered the US market during the
shortage with FDA authorization. If you’re in the US, using an
FDA-reviewed brand (domestic or imported) can provide peace of mind

https://www.thebump.com/a/best-baby-formula#:~:text=what%E2%80%99s%20considered%20hypoallergenic%29,formula%20without%20worrying%20about%20safety
https://www.thebump.com/a/best-baby-formula#:~:text=what%E2%80%99s%20considered%20hypoallergenic%29,formula%20without%20worrying%20about%20safety
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• about labeling and storage standards. In other parts of the world, local
brands may dominate (e.g., Nestlé NAN or Aptamil in Europe/Asia,
Meiji in Japan, etc.), but those weren’t requested in this comparison.
The table and sections below focus on widely acclaimed global formulas
that uphold the highest quality standards, regardless of their country of
origin.

Comparison of Top-Tier Newborn Formulas
(Quality-Focused)
The following table summarizes leading infant formulas known for 
quality, breastmilk-like formulation, and global reputability. All are suitable 
from birth (Stage 1 or equivalent) and prioritize excellent ingredients and 
standards.

| Brand & Origin | Composition & Key Ingredients | Certifications & 
Standards | Pros | Cons | Availability |

|-----------------------------|--------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------|------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----|---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------|----------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-|--------------------------------------------------------|

| Kendamil Organic Stage 1 (UK) | Whole milk & skimmed milk base 
(grass-fed cows); lactose as sole carb; plant oils (sunflower, coconut, 
rapeseed) – no palm or soy; natural milk fat provides MFGM; added 
DHA/ARA (vegetarian source) and prebiotic GOS; no probiotics. | EU 
Organic (EU-certified organic ingredients); Red Tractor quality assurance 
(UK); FDA-approved for US import (5 Best Baby Formulas of 2025, 
Recommended by Parents ). Meets strict EU infant nutrition regulations 
(DHA added, no sucrose, etc.). | - Uses whole milk, providing creamy 

https://www.thebump.com/a/best-baby-formula#:~:text=what%E2%80%99s%20considered%20hypoallergenic%29,formula%20without%20worrying%20about%20safety
https://www.thebump.com/a/best-baby-formula#:~:text=what%E2%80%99s%20considered%20hypoallergenic%29,formula%20without%20worrying%20about%20safety
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texture and natural MFGM for cognitive and immune benefits.  
- No palm oil or fish oil (vegetarian-friendly), avoiding common 
allergens/additives.  
- Lactose-only recipe (no corn syrup or maltodextrin) closely mimics 
breast milk carbs.  
- Rich in essential nutrients; has GOS prebiotic for gut health. | - Does not 
include probiotics or HMOs, so it lacks those breast milk components 
(parents can supplement if desired).  
- Contains soy lecithin as an emulsifier (though no soy oil protein), which 
some parents avoid (amount is very small).  
- Recently introduced to U.S.; retail availability improving but still mainly 
at Target and specialty stores. | UK and EU (widely available). U.S.: Yes – 
available at Target, Walmart, etc., as well as via online retailers 
(FDA-authorized). Growing availability in other regions via import. |

| HiPP Combiotic Stage 1 (Germany) | Skimmed cow’s milk base 
(organic); whey-adjusted to ~60:40 whey:casein (to match breast milk); 
lactose as sole carb (no starch in most Stage 1 variants); fat blend 
includes palm, rapeseed, sunflower oils; added DHA/ARA (fish oil/algal) 
and prebiotic GOS; contains probiotics (Lactobacillus) in Combiotic 
version. | EU Organic certified; HiPP is a heritage brand with 60+ years of 
research, exceeding organic standards (tests for 1000+ contaminants). 
Complies with EU infant formula regulations. | - Gentle formula ideal for 
sensitive tummies: extensively researched composition with a probiotic 
+ prebiotic blend for digestive health.  
- 100% lactose; no added sugars or corn syrup.  
- HiPP is known for stringent quality control and purity testing, giving 
parents confidence in safety.  
- Available in special versions (e.g. HiPP HA, AR) for babies with allergies 
or reflux, though those specific versions aren’t fully organic. | - Uses palm 
oil in the fat blend (common in EU formulas to replicate palmitic acid), 
which some parents dislike due to firmer stools.  
- Not officially exported to U.S. (though many obtain it via third-party 
shops); English mixing instructions may not be on some packages.  
- Slightly “sweet” odor/taste (from lactose) that some babies need time to 
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adjust to – though many babies love it. | Europe (widely available in 
pharmacies). U.S.: Not FDA-registered (as of 2025) but accessible via 
import retailers. Shipping to other regions via specialty online stores is 
common. |

| Holle Bio Stage 1 (Germany/Switzerland) | Skimmed cow’s milk 
(biodynamic Demeter farms); lactose as main carb plus organic 
maltodextrin (to balance sweetness & energy); fat blend includes palm, 
rapeseed, sunflower oils; added DHA (fish oil) and ARA; no added pre- or 
probiotics (focus on minimal ingredients). | Demeter Biodynamic 
certified (Holle’s hallmark – top-tier organic standard); EU Organic. 
Emphasizes sustainable, chemical-free farming. Meets EU formula 
nutritional requirements. | - Pure, clean ingredients with a short list – 
free of GMO, artificial additives, or preservatives. Holle’s Demeter milk 
comes from pasture-raised cows on biodynamic farms, exceeding 
regular organic in animal welfare and eco-friendliness. 
- Gentle, creamy taste and very filling (some parents find babies satiated 
longer, possibly due to maltodextrin and wholesome fats). 
- Holle also offers a Stage PRE with no maltodextrin (100% lactose) and a 
goat milk version – giving quality alternatives for different needs. | - Lacks 
prebiotics/probiotics – fewer breast milk-like gut ingredients (parents can 
add their own probiotic drops if desired). 
- Contains palm oil (for palmitic fat) which might cause firmer stools or 
constipation in some infants. 
- Generally higher cost per ounce, and shipping to certain countries (like 
the US) can be expensive. 
- Not as ideal for very sensitive babies who might benefit from the added 
whey/probiotics present in other formulas. | Europe (common in stores). 
U.S.: Available via specialty importers (not on regular store shelves). 
Some international online shops ship worldwide. |

| Bubs Organic Grass-Fed Stage 1 (Australia) | Whole milk & skim milk 
from grass-fed Australian cows; lactose as sole carb (no corn 
syrup/sucrose); fat blend of sunflower, coconut, canola, and soy oils 
(no palm); includes GOS prebiotic and added probiotics 
(Bifidobacterium); added DHA/ARA (fish oil). Contains soy (oil, 
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lecithin). | Certified Australia Certified Organic (ACO) and NASAA 
Organic; Made under FSANZ standards (recognized as equivalent to US 
FDA for safety). Also labeled non-GMO. Authorized as “Aussie Bubs” 
for USA during formula shortage (FDA permitted). | - Dual organic 
certification assures very high ingredient quality and farming standards.  
- Includes a probiotic culture along with GOS fiber, providing a gut 
health boost not found in many organic formulas.  
- No corn syrup or maltodextrin – uses only lactose for carbohydrates 
(breastmilk-like and gentle).  
- No palm oil; relies on coconut & canola for fat, which can promote softer 
stools.  
- Bubs also produces A2 beta-casein formula (Bubs Supreme) and 
goat milk formula, offering potential easier-to-digest options for sensitive 
babies. | - Contains soy oil and soy lecithin, so not suitable for families 
avoiding soy.  
- Canola (rapeseed) oil is used – some parents prefer formulas without 
canola, though it provides essential unsaturated fats.  
- Availability can be limited outside Australia/NZ; in US, stocks can sell out 
quickly.  
- Price is premium in export markets due to shipping/import costs. | 
Australia & NZ (widely available). U.S.: Yes, as Aussie Bubs branded 
import – found online (Target, Walmart websites, etc.) and select stores 
since 2022. Elsewhere: available via international baby formula retailers. |

| Bobbie Organic Infant Formula (USA) | Skimmed cow’s milk (from 
pasture-raised Organic Valley farms in US) with added whey to achieve 
~60:40 whey:casein ratio; 100% lactose as the carb (no syrup or 
maltodextrin); fat blend of organic coconut, sunflower/safflower, and soy 
oil (no palm oil); added DHA (20 mg/serving – highest in US market) and 
ARA; no prebiotics or probiotics (intentionally “plain” recipe); fortified with 
all required vitamins/minerals. | USDA Organic (meets U.S. organic 
standards); Non-GMO; Made in an FDA-inspected US facility (FDA 
regulated). Clean Label Project Purity Award winner (third-party 
tested for heavy metals). Bobbie also meets most EU standards (has 
DHA level per EU requirements, lower iron than many US formulas to be 
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gentler). | - Certified organic, EU-style recipe – very clean ingredient 
list with nothing extra (no fillers, no artificial additives).  
- No palm oil; fat blend formulated to be easy on digestion and more like 
breast milk fat (uses coconut oil for palmitic acid).  
- 100% lactose for carbohydrates, which many parents find leads to softer 
stools and less fussiness, akin to breastfed babies.  
- Highest DHA of any US formula (brain/eye development).  
- Widely available via direct subscription and at Target stores; 
convenient for US parents (no import hassle).  
- Strong focus on quality control and testing (2,000+ safety checks per 
batch) and mom-founded company with responsive customer support. | 
- No probiotics or prebiotic fibers included – some parents may prefer 
a formula that already has these (Bobbie’s philosophy is to keep it simple 
and let pediatricians guide any extras).  
- Contains soy oil (though free of intact soy protein, so usually fine unless 
the baby has a severe soy allergy).  
- Not available outside the US yet.  
- Only sold in powder form (no ready-to-feed liquid option); and once 
opened, a can is suggested to be used within 1 month, which can be 
inconvenient if you only supplement occasionally. | USA only (nationwide 
via Bobbie’s website subscription, and retail at Target and select stores). 
Not officially distributed internationally (some expat parents ship it abroad 
at high cost). |

| ByHeart Whole Nutrition Infant Formula (USA) | Whole goat and cow 
milk blend (primarily cow; grass-fed sources) providing naturally present 
milk fat + added high oleic sunflower and coconut oils (no palm or soy 
oils); extensively whey-enhanced to 80% whey / 20% casein (using both 
intact whey and partially hydrolyzed whey); 100% lactose plus prebiotic 
GOS for carbs; includes added lactoferrin (immune protein) and 
beta-casein 1 (A2 protein) plus vitamins/minerals. No probiotics (focuses 
on prebiotic + lactoferrin for gut health). | FDA regulated (made in 
ByHeart’s own FDA-inspected facility in PA); ingredients are 95% organic 
(but not USDA certified organic due to a few non-organic nutrients). Clean 
Label Purity Award and Pesticide-Free certified. Clinically tested for 
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easy digestion (ByHeart completed a clinical trial showing reduced spit-up 
and gas vs. others). | - Cutting-edge breastmilk-like recipe: Contains 
two of breast milk’s prized components, lactoferrin and 
alpha-lactalbumin, to support immunity and gut health. Also naturally 
retains some MFGM from whole milk use.  
- No palm or soy oil, which can mean softer stools and is good for 
soy-sensitive babies.  
- Protein blend is very gentle: high whey (partially hydrolyzed) for easy 
digestion – helpful for babies prone to spit-up or gas. Parents often report 
less fussiness.  
- Most ingredients are organic and non-GMO, and the brand has full supply 
chain control (“farm to formula”) for quality.  
- Comes in a well-designed can (built-in leveler for measuring) and the 
powder mixes easily. | - Not certified USDA Organic – while essentially 
all major ingredients are organic, ByHeart couldn’t label it organic due to 
certain added nutrients (this may matter to some consumers who want 
the seal).  
- No added probiotics (though it has prebiotic and lactoferrin to support 
gut flora).  
- Limited production capacity: it has been known to sell out or have 
waitlists due to high demand (being a smaller, new company).  
- Available only in the U.S., and relatively new (on market since 2022), so 
lacks decades-long track record (though nothing concerning has arisen). | 
USA (exclusive distribution via ByHeart website and recently at Target 
stores). Not available internationally at this time. |

• *Table:** Comparison of leading newborn formulas emphasizing
quality, breastmilk similarity, and global availability. All are suitable
from birth. Nutritional standards refer to meeting or exceeding
regulatory requirements and inclusion of breastmilk-like components.

Notable Mentions
In addition to the above, a few other formulas deserve mention in the
context of “best quality” even if they weren’t the main focus:
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• Similac 360 Total Care (USA) – A non-organic but premium formula
that includes an unprecedented 5 different HMOs (human milk
oligosaccharides) to closely mimic the prebiotic profile of breast milk.
It’s one of the closest mainstream formulas to breast milk in terms of
immune-supporting ingredients. It is non-GMO and palm-oil-free, but
does contain conventional (not organic) dairy and soy oil. This is widely
available in the US and often chosen for babies who need extra immune
support components.

• Enfamil Enspire (USA) – Another top-tier conventional formula,
notable as the first US formula with added lactoferrin (an immune
protein from colostrum) in addition to MFGM and dual HMOs. Enspire is
marketed as Enfamil’s closest to breast milk. It’s not organic and uses a
typical formula oil blend (including palm), but it brings some of breast
milk’s rare ingredients into a widely available product.

• Goat Milk Formulas – While cow’s milk formulas are standard, some
high-quality goat milk formulas are worth considering for those
interested. Goat’s milk has smaller fat globules and proteins that can be
easier to digest for some infants. Brands like Holle Goat, Kendamil
Goat, and Bubs Goat offer organic or natural goat milk options.
Kendamil Goat, for example, uses A2-type goat proteins and has a full
cream base for a gentle, creamy formula. Goat formulas can be a good
alternative if a baby shows sensitivity to cow’s milk, though nutritionally
they are designed to be just as complete. Always discuss with a
pediatrician before switching to goat milk formula.

• Other European Brands – Besides HiPP and Holle, there are brands
like Lebenswert Bio (made by Holle, organic with a simpler recipe
similar to Holle but without Demeter certification), Löwenzahn
Organics (newer German brand), or Aptamil Profutura (uses some
advanced ingredients like HMOs, but not organic). Kendamil Classic
(non-organic version of Kendamil) is also excellent, using whole milk
and very similar to the organic version, just without the organic
certification – it’s actually the version that Kendamil initially launched in
the US. These can be options if availability of the main picks is an issue.
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Conclusion
When it comes to choosing a formula for a newborn with quality as the 
top priority, the good news is that there are several excellent global 
options. European organic formulas like HiPP, Holle, and Kendamil have 
set a high bar with their stringent standards and breastmilk-like 
composition. Australian Bubs and new American brands like Bobbie and 
ByHeart have innovated by combining those quality principles with local 
manufacturing and cutting-edge nutrition research. All of the formulas 
discussed are safe, nutritionally complete, and manufactured to 
high standards – the differences lie in the nuances that might align with 
your preferences (organic certification, inclusion of certain ingredients, 
taste, etc.).

For a healthy newborn after 1–2 months of exclusive breastfeeding, any of 
these premium formulas could serve as a superb complement or 
substitute for breast milk. Many parents opt to try one and monitor how 
baby responds; it’s not uncommon to try a couple of brands to find the 
best fit for an individual baby’s digestion and taste preference. It’s 
advisable to consult with your pediatrician when selecting a formula, 
especially if your baby has any health considerations, but you can be 
confident that the brands highlighted here represent some of the 
highest-quality infant formulas in the world. Ultimately, the “best” 
formula is the one that meets your baby’s nutritional needs, is 
tolerated well (no excess spit-up or fussiness), and gives you 
peace of mind about its safety and quality. With the options outlined 
above, you’re choosing among the best of the best in infant nutrition, 
where you truly “can’t go wrong” because all are excellent choices for 
your precious little one.

• *Sources:**

• Kendamil vs. Bubs Organic – formula ingredients and certifications

• Bobbie vs. ByHeart – ingredient highlights and quality certifications

• HiPP vs. Holle – comparative analysis of nutrition and tolerability
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• The Bump (2025) – overview of Kendamil’s FDA approval and whole
milk benefits

• Organic Formula Shop – EU vs US formula standards (organic, lactose
content) and organic certifications ([2025 Formula Guide: Best
European Organic Baby Formula

– Organic Formula Shop](https://organicformulashop.com/blogs/news/2024-
buyers-guide-best-european-organic-baby-formula#:~:text=The%20Hipp%
2C%20Holle%2C%20Kendamil%2C%20and,Demeter%2C%20EcoCert%20a
nd%20Bioland%20certifications)).
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